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The Digital Memory of Catalonia, Consortium of Academic Libraries of Catalonia 
By Sandra Reoyo (Institutional Repositories Manager) & Josep Sanmartí (MDC IT Support) 
 
 
 
The Digital Memory of Catalonia, Consortium of Academic Libraries of Catalonia, contains 
open-access digitized collections of photographs, drawings, maps, posters, pamphlets, 
incunabula, ancient Catalan periodicals and many other items with a total of over two million 
documents related to Catalonia from 18 different institutions (universities, specialized libraries, 
institutes, archives, etc.). 
 
 

 

 
[Catalan farmhouse called Can Busquets 
in Viladecans (Catalonia) in 1927. 
Courtesy of Centre Excursionista de 
Catalunya. Used with permission.] 

  
 

[Weekly Catalan, humorous and 
literary journal, published in 

Barcelona between 1872 and 1907. 
Courtesy of Ateneu Barcelonès and 
Biblioteca de Catalunya. Used with 

permission.] 

  
[Poster released during the Spanish 

Civil War (1936-1939) calling for 
blood donors in order to aid the 

fighter. Courtesy of Universitat de 
Barcelona. Used with permission.] 

 
 
The Digital Memory of Catalonia (MDC) is a cooperative open-access repository 
containing digitized collections related to Catalonia and its heritage. The MDC includes 
digital copies of photographs, drawings, maps, posters, pamphlets, incunabula and 
many other items with a total of over two million documents related to Catalonia from 
18 different institutions (universities, specialized libraries, archives, etc.). It also 
includes 274 ancient Catalan periodicals digitized through the Archive of Ancient 
Catalan Periodicals (ARCA) portal of the Library of Catalonia.  
 
The main purpose of the MDC is to increase the visibility and consultation of the 
special and heritage collections of libraries in Catalonia. It prioritises the inclusion of the 
most unique and exceptional documents, and those likely be consulted by a larger 
number of users.  
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The repository contains such important collections as the first images of the albino 
gorilla Floquet de Neu playing in its natural environment at the Ikunde Centre in 
Equatorial Guinea,  images about Catalan farmhouses from the beginning of twentieth 
century and, in the ARCA, periodicals published clandestinely during the Franco 
dictatorship. It also has outstanding collections related to the political, economic, social 
and cultural events that took place during the Spanish Civil War. 
 
The MDC was set up in late 2006 in the CONTENTdm programme of the OCLC. Since 
then, some local developments have been made such as the possibility of viewing the 
search results in collections of images, texts or periodicals. 
 
The images meet international standards of description (Dublin Core) and 
interoperability (OAI-PMH), which has made it possible to increase their visibility by 
offering them jointly with other international repositories such as Europeana and 
OAIster.  
 
The MDC is promoted by the universities of Catalonia and the Library of Catalonia, 
coordinated by the Consortium of Academic Libraries of Catalonia (CBUC) and with the 
participation of other Catalan institutions. 


