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 European Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE)

• Gender-based violence is a phenomenon rooted in gender 
inequality, mostly directed towards women and girls

• Human rights violation

• Violations of:
• Physical (assault, rape, homicide)
• Sexual (rape, sexual assault, sexual harassment)
• Psychological/moral integrity (mocking, criticism, 

harassment – symbolic sexual assault)



 The UN Declaration of the Elimination of Violence Against 

Women

“Any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is 
likely to result in, physical, sexual or psychological harm or 
suffering to women, including threats of such acts, 
coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether 
occurring in public or private life.”



Nearly 30% of non-partner physical and sexual violence 
occurs in the street, a square, car park, in a park or forest, 
on public transport, or other outdoor public place. 
(EU Agency for Fundamental Human Rights, 2012)



 How women perceive public space differently from men

The following three slides show some examples of how 
women’s perception of safety differs from that of men, 
which warrants special attention to not only making spaces 
safer but also feeling safer for women.



(Mihinjac, Saskatoon, Canada, 2019)



(Ceccato & Loukaitou-Sideris, 2021)



(Gallup poll, 2011)



 How women respond to perceived unsafety in public space

• Women construct mental maps of parts of the urban area which 

they feel safe and those that should be avoided (Koskela & Pain, 2000)

• Women use a narrower range of locations; limit use to daylight 

hours (Centre for Cultural Risk Research, 1998)

• Women modify their behaviours: avoid being alone, steer clear of 
certain areas, avoid going out at certain times, don’t walk home 
alone after dark etc.

Women are more sensitive to improvements in public space than 
men (Navarrete-Hernandez, Vetro, & Concha, 2021)



 Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) –

influential works for understanding violence against women

• The Death and Life of Great American Cities (Jacobs, 1961)
• “eyes on the street”
• importance of mixed land use; urban villages
• “the sidewalk ballet” – an active busy street

• Toronto Safety Audit (METRAC, 1989)
• response to a series of rapes and a murder
• research with action: measuring perceptions of safety



 Addressing the issue of Violence Against Women

Collect data
Analyse 

data
Develop 

responses



 1.  Collect data

• Any historic incident data (incidents & calls for service 
concerning violence against women as well as other incidents in 

public space that influence safety and perceptions)

• Other relevant information about risks and threats in the 
given environment

• Perception of safety data about physical & social 
environment (using a Safety Audit or a similar instrument, e.g. 

Perception Matters tool)





 2.  Analyse data

• Analyse in conjunction with various sources of data that 
influence the occurrence of incidents and perceptions   
(that data may be selected on theoretical basis and a preliminary 

analysis of collected data)

• Possible sources of data: 
• land use
• location of bus stops & “whole journey approach”
• micro- & macro-spatial context of the neighbourhood (i.e. the 

surrounding neighbourhood environment and immediate environment 

around critical locations)
• crime incidents/calls for service



(Vansetti Miranda & van Nes, 2020)



(Mihinjac, Saskatoon, Canada 2019)



(Mihinjac, Saskatoon, Canada 2019)



 3.  Develop responses

• First Generation CPTED
• Situational approaches by modifying physical and natural environment
• Most commonly focuses on small micro environments
• Addresses criminal opportunity

• Second Generation CPTED
• Addresses criminal motivation
• Focuses on a neighbourhood (meso-level environments) by addressing 

social aspects in the environment 

• Third Generation CPTED (under development)
• Focuses on integrating safety and other aspects of liveability in the 

neighbourhood to address high level needs (economic, environmental, 
social and public health sustainability)  























“The first thing to understand is that the public peace—the 

sidewalks and street peace—of cities is not kept primarily by 

the police, necessary as police are. 

Horrifying public crimes can, and do, occur in well-lighted 

subway stations when no effective eyes are present. They 

virtually never occur in darkened theaters where many people 

and eyes are present. Street lights can be like that famous 

stone that falls in the desert where there are no ears to hear.”

(Jacobs, 1961)



















 Final thoughts

• Women should be involved in the design and planning process 
of public spaces

• Develop CPTED guidelines and consider developing gender-
specific CPTED guidelines that should be informative rather 
than descriptive

• Importance of CPTED training for safety professionals, including 
the police, to better understand the potential and limitations of 
CPTED

• Regulating urban space through physical design is insufficient; 
social considerations in the micro- and macro-environment also 
need special attention, especially neighbourhood conditions
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