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Public and private institutions owning natural history collections can play i key role in centralising collecting efforts. With the discovery of the Polymerase Chain Resction (PCR) thecnique to amplify DNA
(Saiki ot al., 1988), the majority of samples obtained non-invasively ane usaful for molecular biclogy studies and their collection does not compromise enimal conservation.
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PREPARATION AND PRESERVATION DATABASE CONSTRUCTION
During the prepamtion and pretervation of specimeits, protocals that help maintain the prssence and structire of nucleic acida for the The watldwide ihility to databases of colleotions and the
future ghould be p d. Laboratory p Is have been developed to achieve the extraction of mucleic acids from samples that had eamblishment of rules for sample use ane necessary stepd to profect
received sevaral preservative treatments in the past However, some of these p \a are technologically d ding. Freszing the sample and the needs of both anid research lab !
constitutes an optimal treatment in most cases but other protocols, such st preservation in ethanol and drying, are also highly successful | Collection datbases ahould include basic naturel history
for DNA extraction. information to complernent molecular date.
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